(c) transmitting second bid information defined in a context of a second 
bidder that is different than said context of said first bidder to said 
I y * second bidder, said transmitted second bid information enabling said 
^ second bidder to view a bid originally defined in a context of said first 
bidder in said context of saM second bidder. 




21. (Amended) A system for conducting an electronic online auction between a 
plurality of potential bidders, the plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising: I 

means for receiving first bid information for a lot from a first bidder, said received 
first bid information representing a fi st bid that is originally defined in a context of said first 
bidder; 

means for storing informatior reflective of said submitted first bid, said stored 
information enabling a relative comparison of submitted bids on a common competitive 
basis; and 

means for transmitting seconc bid information defined in a context of a second bidder 
that is different than said context of said first bidder to said second bidder, said transmitted 
second bid information enabling said second bidder to view a bid originally defined in a 
context of said first bidder in said context of said second bidder. 




6L (Amended) A method of conducting an electronic onlm^ auction between a 
plurality of potential bidders, the plurality of potential bidders coijapeting for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising the st€ 
si (a\ Xr^ceSving bid in^cfrmation from a fif^t bidder for said lot; and 

^^b) V^generajing a/fransformed bid using at least said bid information, said 
generated tran^ormed/bid being used to effect a relative comparison of transformed bids, 
said relative-Gomparisonr ofr transformed bids erfabling submitted bids, defined in at least two 



different bidder-specific contexts, to be corrfpared on a common competitive basis. 
/ ^ 



65. (Amended) A system for conducting an electronic online auction between a 
plurality of potential bidders, the^plurality of potential bidders competing for a lot having at 
least one product, comprising: 

means for receiving bid information from a first bidder for said lot; and 
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means for generating a transformed bid using at least said bid information, said 
generated transformed bid being used to effect a relative comparison of transformed bids, 
said relative comparison of transformed bids enabling submitted bids, defined in at least two 
different bidder-specific contexts, to be compared on a common competitive basis, 



Please withdraw claim 66. 




69. (Amended) A method of participating in an electronic online auction 
including a plurality of participants, whe "ein the participants include a sponsor and at least 
two potential bidders, the potential bidde rs competing for award of a lot, comprising: 

(a) receiving bid information defined in a first context from a first bidder for said 
lot; 

(b) redefining said bid infon nation to a second context that differs from said first 
context; and 

(c) comparing said transformed bid information to other bid information on a 
common competitive basils. ____ 



Please withdraw claim 70. 
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72. (Amended) A computer program product for enabling a processor in a 
computer system to process bidding information in an auction between a plurality of bidders, 
said computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied in 
said medium for causing an application program to execute on the computer system, said 
computer readable program code co uprising 

a first computer readable program code enabling the computer system to 
transmit first bid information for a lot having at least one product to an auction server, 
said transmitted first bid information representing a first bid that is originally defined 
in a context of a first bidder, said transmitted first bid information being used by the 
auction server in a comparison of submitted bids originally defined in contexts 
different from said first bidder; 

a second computer readable program code enabling the computer system to 
receive second bid informati m from said auction server, said received second bid 
information representing a sc cond bid that was submitted by a second bidder, said 
second bid being originally defined in a context different from said first bidder; and 

a third computer readable program code enabling the computer system to 
display a relative comparisonjof said first bid and said second bid in a context of said 
first bidder. 
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73. (Amended) A computer piogram product for enabling a processor in a 
computer system to process bidding infon nation in an auction between a plurality of bidders, 
said computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied in 
said medium for causing an application program to execute on the computer system, said 
computer readable program code comprising 

a first computer readable \ rogram code enabling the computer system to 

receive bid information from a bidder for a lot; 



a second computer readab 
generate a transformed bid using 

a third computer readable 
transmit transformed bid informa; 
information enabling said auctior 
originally defined in at least two 
competitive basis. 



e program code enabling the computer system to 
it least said bid information; and 
program code enabling the computer system to 
ion to an auction server, said transformed bid 

server to generate a relative comparison of bids, 
iifferent bidder-specific contexts, on a common 



74. (Amended) A computer )rogram product for enabling a processor in a 
computer system to process bidding information in an auction between a plurality of bidders, 
said computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied in 
said medium for causing an application program to execute on the computer system, said 
computer readable program code comprising 

urogram code enabling the computer system to 
lot having at least one product from a first bidder, 
said received first bid information representing a first bid that is originally defined in 
a context of said first bidder; 

a second computer readat le program code enabling the computer system to 
store information reflective of said submitted first bid, said stored information 



a first computer readable 
receive first bid information for £ 



enabling a relative comparison of 
a third computer readable 



submitted bids on a common competitive basis; and 
program code for enabling the computer system to 



transmit second bid information ( efined in a context of a second bidder that is 



different than said context of said 



second bid information enabling s aid second bidder to view a bid originally defined in 



said context of said first bidder in 



first bidder to said second bidder, said transmitted 



said context of said second bidder. 
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75. (Amended) A computer program product for enabling a procgss6r in a 

computer system to process bidding information in an auction between a^flurality of bidders, 

said computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having a computer readable program code embodied in 

said medium for causing an application program to execution the computer system, said 

computer readable program code comprising / 

a first computer readable program co^e enabling the computer system to 
receive bid information from a first biddei'ror a lot having at least one product; and 
a second computer readable pjxfgram code enabling the computer system to 
generate a transformed bid using atfleast said bid information, said generated 
transformed bid being used to effect a relative comparison of transformed bids, said 
relative comparison of transformed bids enabling submitted bids, defined in at least 
two different bidder-specific contexts, to be compared on a common competitive 
basis. 



REMARKS 

We have reviewed the grounds for rejection enumerated in the Office Action and have 
amended the claims accordingly. Reconsideration of the grounds of rejection is requested in 
view of the remarks contained herein. 

Amended Claims 

Claims 1, 21, 61, 65, 69, and 72-75 are amended herein to clarify that the bid 
information is converted from a first context to a second context that is different than the first 
context. Thus, Applicants request that the Examiner include those claim amendments in the 
Subject Application. 

Summary of the Office Action 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-75 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 5,640, 569 to Miller et al. ("Miller"). The Examiner also rejected 
claims 1-75 under 37 C.F.R. §1. 78(b) stating that those claims conflict with claims 1-75 [sic] 
of Application 08/282,156 [sic]. 
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